
 
Postdoctoral Research Fellow   

 
Jean-Marie Bruzzese, PhD, Associate Professor of Applied Developmental Psychology (in Nursing) at the 
Columbia University School of Nursing (Columbia Nursing), is seeking a postdoctoral fellow to support 
federally funded, behavioral medicine research on interventions for adolescents with chronic illnesses with 
a primary focus on school-based studies in asthma and sleep. While some responsibilities are linked to 
specific projects, the position offers ample opportunities for additional training-oriented activities to support 
the fellow’s development of an independent research program in behavioral health.  
 
The fellow will help support two interdisciplinary NIH-funded projects. One is a randomized clinical trial 
(RCT) of Asthma Self-Management for Asthma (ASMA), a school-based intervention for adolescents with 
uncontrolled asthma. This study is a partnership with the Medical University of South Carolina (MUSC); 
the fellow will work closely with the project director at MUSC and oversee the NY-based research 
activities. The other project is a pilot study, a collaboration with Brown University, is pilot testing an 
intervention targeting asthma and sleep in adolescents. The fellow will oversee study activities in NY and 
assist in the delivery of one of the intervention arms. In both projects, the fellow will have the opportunity to 
work with an interdisciplinary team, including medical providers, mental health providers, health 
economists, biostatisticians and leaders in public health. 
 
The fellow will also have the opportunity to: (1) prepare manuscripts; (2) work closely with Dr. Bruzzese to 
write NIH grant applications leveraging the resources and interdisciplinary connections of Columbia 
Nursing; (4) collect and analyze data; and (5) participate in monthly career development meetings with 
other fellows and with faculty (e.g., job searches, writing K awards). The primary objective of these 
opportunities is to prepare the individual for an academic research career in behavioral health. 
 
The Columbia Nursing Environment 
Columbia Nursing provides a unique scientific home for interdisciplinary scholars. As part of Columbia 
University Medical Center, Columbia Nursing enjoys a unique collaboration with the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons, the Mailman School of Public Health, and the College of Dental Medicine. Columbia 
Nursing is among the world’s leading centers of nursing education, research and practice. Columbia 
Nursing is ranked #6 among nursing schools in the country for NIH funding. 
 
Qualifications and Compensation 
The successful candidate will have  a PhD in a health-related discipline (e.g., psychology, nursing, public 
health, health education). The fellow must have evidence of excellent writing and communication skills. 
This includes demonstrated ability to organize, interpret and present research findings in a variety of 
formats, including manuscripts, grant proposals, and oral presentations. Applicants with experience 
working with youth (e.g., teaching, intervention delivery) and previous study coordination experience on 
large-scale studies will be given preference. The annual salary will be based on the postdoctoral trainee 
stipend level established by the NIH. Preferred start date is August 1, 2018, but this is negotiable. 
Appointment is for two years, and renewable for additional years, pending budgetary approval. 
 
Review of applications will begin immediately. Send a cover letter CV, and published writing sample(s) to 
Dr. Bruzzese, jb3958@cumc.columbia.edu. Inquiries about the position may also be directed to Dr. 
Bruzzese. 


