
 

 

 

JOB DESCRIPTION 

The Jackson Lab focuses on psychosocial and medical outcomes for those with chronic cardiac disease. Research 

assistants will be contributing to an NIH-funded randomized clinical trial evaluating the feasibility of a 

videoconference-delivered (i.e., Skype or Facetime) physical activity lifestyle intervention for adolescent 

survivors of congenital heart disease. Duties will involve direct work with research participants, data 

management, and dissemination of research results. This position will involve close collaboration with the 

investigators as well as other research staff at NCH. Opportunities exist for mentorship and professional 

development for applicants who may be interested in gaining experience that will prepare them to apply for 

advanced graduate programs. Other ongoing work in the lab includes examining the relationship between 

biological stress markers (cortisol) and early signs of weakening heart muscle in mothers of sons with muscular 

dystrophy. Activities would include interacting with research participants, managing online survey data, and 

taking hair samples for cortisol analysis.  
 

RESPONSIBILITIES 

1. Conduct clinical research activities independently or semi-independently and following approved protocols. 

This includes making recruitment phone calls to potential participants, data collection, and data management. 

Data collection will involve collaboration with adolescents and families to administer surveys in participants’ 

homes as well as via the internet. Data management will include scoring standardized assessments, medical 

record reviews, as well as data entry and verification. These duties will involve some evening and/or weekend 

hours on a flexible schedule. 

2. Collect and control experimental data and participant information, and maintain accurate data collection of all 

study data. Protection of participant privacy and adherence to policies for management of private and protected 

health information is required. 

3. Supervise student research interns. 

4. Interpret the results of data analyses with input from the principal investigator. 

5. Order supplies needed to conduct research, maintain inventory of equipment and supplies, and assure that 

research equipment is in good working order. 

6. Work with other clinical research coordinators/research assistants and students using standard research 

practices.  
 

KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND ABILITIES REQUIRED 

1. Bachelor’s degree in relevant field, for example Psychology or another behavioral science. 

2. Ability to function independently, make decisions, and be a self-starter. 

3. Strong organizational skills and attention to detail. 

4. Team player who will work well with supervisors, co-workers, and student supervisees. 

5. Good communication and interpersonal skills.  

6. Current driver’s license and insurance with access to a reliable car for use in data collection. 

7. Previous research experience and familiarity with statistical and data management software (e.g.,SPSS,  

Excel, RedCap) is preferred. 

 

INTERESTED APPLICANTS 

Please submit a cover letter and a curriculum vita to:   

Jamie L. Jackson, Ph.D. 

Principal Investigator, The Research Institute at Nationwide Children’s Hospital 

Assistant Professor of Pediatrics & Psychology, The Ohio State University College of Medicine 

jamie.jackson2@nationwidechildrens.org 


